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THE BRITISH ADVANCE

During the morning of the 8th September it became
evident that the British were advancing towards the
Marne, while strong forces were marching north of the
Grand Morin on La Ferte-sous~Jouarre-St. Cyr and by
Eebais on Orly. The security of the flank and rear of
the Army did not yet seem sufficiently provided for
by the II. Cavalry Corps along the Marne west of La
Ferte-sous-Jouarre, and by the I. Cavalry Corps on
the Petit Morin between La Ferte and Villeneuve. An
order was therefore sent to the IX. Corps at 11.20 a.m.
to occupy the line of the Marne from La Ferte-sous-Jouarre
to Nogent-FArtaud, so as to guard it against this
flanking movement of the British, but in the end only
an infantry brigade and two field artillery regiments*
were sent3 and the General Reserve at Montreuil-
aux-Lions was handed over to the Corps Com-
mander. The Marne bridges were to be prepared
for destruction, and, if necessary, to be demolished;
in the latter case, the fact was to be notified to head-
quarters.

Meanwhile, the French attempt to break through our
front at Trocy on the morning of the 8th had been
frustrated without the assistance of the 5th Infantry
Division, which was ready at hand in support. Late
in the evening, Army Headquarters went to La Ferte
Milon in order to be close to the critical part of the
battle. At dusk an audacious detachment of French

* Six batteries each. A composite brigade (" Brigade Kraewel")
of six battalions, six batteries, and a machine-gun company,
was formed to reinforce the cavalry. (See Militdr Wochentilatt,
18th December, 1919.) It is mentioned below in the text without
explanation.